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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 5 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

3. Claim 5 recites the limitation "the resistance elements" in line 4. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Sudo et 
al. '539. 

Referring to claims 1-11, Sudo et al. discloses an apparatus comprising: a rotatable 
lapping surface plate (12), a movable housing (20) above the lapping surface plate, a jig 
member (26) secured to the housing and comprising a rigid member fixed to the rigid 
member for holding the row bar (126), the first pressing means for applying a pressure 
to the whole row bar, and a second pressing means for individually pressing portions of 
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the elastic member corresponding to a plurality of magnetic head sliders of the row bar 
through the holes of the rigid member (Fig. 3, 14 and 15); the housing reciprocally 
moves in the radial direction of the lapping surface plate (Fig. 6); the elastic member is 
adhered to the rigid member (32); the jig is secured to the housing by screws; the 
pressing means comprises pins inserted in the holes of the rigid member and drive 
mechanisms for the driving pins; the drive mechanism includes an air cylinder and a 
transmission mechanism for transmitting the action of the air cylinder to the pin (column 
6, lines 36-49); a control means for controlling the second pressing means depending 
upon a change in the resistance of the resistance elements (column 8, lines 1-24); the 
second pressing means comprises compressed air feeding means for introducing the 
compressed air into the holes of the rigid member (Fig. 1); the compressed air feeding 
means comprises a conduit connected to a source of compressed air and a control 
valve arranged in the conduit (column 6, lines 27-43); the housing has a plurality of 
holes in alignment with a plurality of holes of the rigid member, the holes of the housing 
being communicated with the holes of the rigid member; and the conduit is connected to 
each hole of the housing. 

Referring to claims 12-17, Sudo et al. discloses a method of polishing a row bar 
including a plurality of magnetic head sliders, the method comprising the steps of: 
securing a jig including a rigid member having a plurality of holes and an elastic 
member fixed to the rigid member; holding a row bar by the jig, moving the housing 
above a lapping surface plate, turning the lapping surface plate to polish the row bar 
while pressing the row bar onto the lapping surface plate, measuring a change in the 
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resistance of the resistance elements provided in the row bar, and individually pressing 
members of the elastic member corresponding to a plurality of magnetic head sliders of 
the row bar through the holes of the rigid member in response to a change in the 
resistance of the resistance elements provided in the row bar; the resistance elements 
provided in the row bar are connected to a relay board, and a change in the resistance 
of the resistance elements provided in the row bar is measured on the relay board; the 
resistance elements provided in the row bar are connected to the relay board through 
bonding wires; the bonding wires are bonded while holding the row bar between the jig 
and a holding plate; portions of the elastic member are pressed by pins inserted in the 
holes of the rigid member; and the portions of the elastic members are by compressed 
air introduced into the holes of the rigid member. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alvin J Grant whose telephone number is (703) SOS- 
SSI 5. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph J Hail can be reached on (703) 308-2687. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Joseph J. Hail, III 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 3700 



